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Policy statement
Children learn about the natural world, its animals, and other living creatures, as part of the Learning and Development Requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS 2025). This may include contact with animals or other living creatures, either in the setting or on visits. We aim to ensure that all such experiences are enriching, safe, and carried out in accordance with strict hygiene, safeguarding, and health and safety controls.

Procedures
Animals in the setting
· If animals or creatures are brought in by visitors to show the children, they remain the full responsibility of their owner.
· The owner must provide a written risk assessment, detailing how the animal or creature is to be handled, what supervision is required, and how any safety or hygiene issues will be addressed.
· Children are supervised at all times when handling or in proximity to animals.
· Children and staff wash their hands thoroughly with warm water and soap for at least 20 seconds immediately after contact. Hand sanitiser is not a substitute.
· Animals kept permanently on site (e.g. nursery pets) must have a daily welfare plan, including feeding, cleaning of housing, and veterinary checks. Records of care are maintained.
· Children are not allowed to handle animal food, bedding, litter trays, or waste.

Visits to farms and outdoor environments
· A full risk assessment is carried out before each visit, considering the farm’s own risk assessment, potential hazards (e.g. zoonotic diseases such as E. coli), and safeguarding arrangements.
· The outings procedure is followed, including EYFS 2025 statutory adult:child ratios.
· Children are prepared and briefed about safe behaviour around animals, including not putting fingers near mouths, faces, or animal enclosures.
· After contact with animals or their environment, children and adults wash their hands thoroughly with warm water and soap for at least 20 seconds.
· Outdoor footwear worn to visit farms is cleaned of mud and debris before returning indoors, and spare shoes may be provided if necessary.
· Eating and drinking is only permitted in designated clean areas and never near animals.
· Any cuts or grazes on children’s hands must be covered with a waterproof plaster before the visit.
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